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Gladstone in Opposition saw extremely little of the Queen.
There was a scattered correspondence with her Private
Secretary ; but the royal pen was rarely used for Mr. Glad-
stone. When he congratulated her on family events, he
was thanked by General Ponsonby; and the same kindly
hand acknowledged presentation copies of his writings or
sent him those of Mr. Martin. Indeed, upon the rare
occasions of their meeting, the royal manner seemed con-
strained. When the Gladstones dined and slept at Windsor
in 1875, he found their hostess " kind as usual, but evidently
under restraint with me " ; and as he made his reverence at
the Levee in 1877 she " smiled but had not a word."

For she was worlds away from Mr. Gladstone now, in the
strange fairyland where a romantic Prime Minister played
skilfully on her emotions with excited letters from the
Treasury Bench, that made a dull debate sound like a
tournament reported to the Queen of Beauty by her Un-
known . Knight. He was so chivalrous on her behalf;
accustomed all her life to survey the movements of her
troops, the navigation of her ships, she was learning now to
view public business as a succession of reckless onslaughts
upon her beleaguered Government gallantly repelled by a
band of faithful ministers. This dramatic version of Par-
liamentary life informed her mind ; and she began to view
an enemy of the Queen's ministers almost as though he were
an enemy of the Queen. Apart from this, her argument
with Mr. Gladstone had made him an object of some appre-
hension; and when he presently announced that he intended
to withdraw from public life, she received the news with
almost unconcealed relief. The news was scarcely a sur-
prise, as he had already confided to her that " he has the
strongest opinion . . . against spending old age under the
strain of that perpetual contention which is inseparable
from his present position/' His main activity since his
defeat had been in the direction of " snapping the ties and
6